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A hidden cache; a world seen through the daring eye 
of an unknown photographer

by Martin Zeilig, Voxair Photojournalist
“A woman touches her beret on a windy day, calm-

ing regarding us,” says the printed information next to 
the photograph of Ruby Rabinovitch.

Another portrait shows a 26 year old woman, Mary 
Ginsberg, seated on a patterned sofa reading a thick 
hardcover book with the contrasting images of a long 
white curtain and dark wall, separated by a partially 
rolled up dark drape, in the background.

The photo of Ms. Rabinovitch, who left home by 
1928 to become a writer in New York City where she 
wrote for The New Yorker magazine (and later moved 
to Montreal), was taken “prior to 1930” at the Rabino-
vitch House, Morden, Manitoba; while the photo of Ms. 
Ginsburg, the photographer’s older sister, was shot in 
the winter of 1938 at 383 Alfred Avenue in North End 
Winnipeg.

Those are just two of the photographs in The Lost 
Expressionist: Nick Yudell’s Journey in Images. A 
hidden cache; a world seen through the daring eye 
of an unknown photographer-- an inaugural exhibi-
tion hosted by the Jewish Heritage Centre of West-
ern Canada, located in the Asper Jewish Community 

Centre at 23 Doncaster Street, just north of the South 
Site RHUs. A multimedia presentation was held in the 
Berney Theatre at the Asper JCC on September 26 by 
the exhibition’s curator, Celia Rabinovitch, Ph.D.

The free exhibition runs until October 11, 2017.
“Newly restored negatives from a concealed cache 

reveal a young photographer from Morden and Winni-
peg, who became an RAF pilot, shot down in the West-
ern Desert of World War II, who created a powerful 
legacy,” says information on a panel at the exhibition.

“Imagine opening a box of negatives shot before 
World War II by a young man from a small town in 
Manitoba, who died during the war. No one has seen 
these negatives since the 22-year-old enlistee closed 
the box he made for his life’s work in August, 1940, and 
left, first to Shilo, Manitoba, then to Alberta, to fly for 
the R.A.F. and to defend freedom. His fountain pen inks 
the surface of each aged brown envelope with the time, 
date, place, lighting conditions, and names of people 
in the negatives inside. Enclosed lives a world unseen, 
captured by a young Jewish photographer from rural 
Manitoba during the Dirty Thirties, whose work as-
pires to a modern vision that parallels the art emerging 
from Europe then.”

The photographer was Isador “Nick” Yudell-- born 
on June 16, 1916 to Russian- Jewish immigrant par-
ents, Sophie (Netty) and Alexander Yudluvitz (a former 
coronet player in the Czar’s army), 321 Dufferin Street 
in Winnipeg.

“Nick Yudell’s dramatic photographs capture aspects 
of life -- spanning the Jazz Age – when he was twelve 
and received a camera -- and the Great Depression, 
bridging the 1920s through 1930s,” says information 
written by the curator, an artist and writer whose work 
has been exhibited in Canada, the United States, and 
Europe. “His works are rarely candid or documentary, 
yet he created stunning black and white images that 
make those times vivid. He depicted himself and others 
in striking filmic portraits. He anticipated avant-garde 
art with double exposures and experimental lighting.  
Nick Yudell is a lost artist whose images have been 
brought to life. His work is a major discovery.

“During the Depression, people made their own 
entertainment. Nick’s camera created exchanges with 
his subjects, shot in natural light or dramatic chi-
ascuro. His work echoes German Expressionism and 
anticipates the development of film noir. They reflect 
the postures and gestures of men and women emulat-
ing gangsters or babes. Others pose with confidence, in 
portraits of singular power and expressive intensity, far 
from the stiff studio portraits taken then. He connected 

with others through his lens, making images that 
strike the heart.”

Nick became a pilot and a Warrant Officer with an 
international group of Commonwealth airmen: Brit-
ish Squadron Leader, Ivan Cornelius Strutt, Tommy 
Lonsdale, and Australian gunner Geoffrey O’Keefe, said 
Ms. Rabinovitich, who was interviewed by The Voxair 
photojournalist at the exhibition on September 24.

“The squadron moved to numbered locations in 
the Western Desert from Egypt to Tunisia, enduring 
desert heat during day, cold at night, with little to eat,” 
she writes. “On January 6, 1943, Ivan Strutt and Nick 
Yudell piloted a Vickers Wellington II from Malta to 
Tunisia in the charge to stop General Rommel’s sup-
ply lines from entering the Mediterranean. Returning 
from their night mission to bomb the docks at Sousse, 
German flak hit their plane, igniting it.  According to 
Operations Records, it appeared as a flare in the sky, 60 
miles south of Sousse.

“Nick’s RAF attestation papers show he tried to 
enlist the previous year. After the war, he intended to 
open a photography studio. He played lacrosse, hockey, 
baseball, and built model airplanes. He excelled in 
all aspects of the interview, yet was ranked average, 
perhaps a result of the lingering antisemitism of the 
interviewing officer. Nick was one of nearly 500 Cana-
dians soldiers of Jewish faith who died in World War II. 
Contrary to superficial ideas, Jews were not all victims 
in WWII, but heroic fighters. Nearly 20,000 Canadians 
of Jewish faith subscribed in the military.

“The RCMP in 1940 reported, ‘The Jewish communi-
ty … has subscribed generously, way out of proportion, 
not because they consider it a ‘Jewish’ war, but because 
they understand the clear-cut policy of decency versus 
brute force much better than people who take their 
freedom for granted.’”

Ms. Rabinovitch called Nick Yudell’s life and experi-
ence “a prism of everything” -- of all his many interests.

“Almost all his peers went to war, and a lot of them 
died in combat overseas while flying planes,” she said. 
“I think it’s important to remember these people. Nick’s 
photographs document the kind of freedom people had 
living in rural (and urban) western Canada at that 
time. He came from a more innocent time with little 
class structure. Here was someone who could make 
fine art photographs with little technical means and 
far away from major art world centres. He was a true 
original. He lost life in the Second World War defending 
freedom. It showed that he had a great deal of courage.”

 “You feel like you know him personally after view-
ing this exhibition,” Rabinovitch remarked.

Ready, Set, Solo!
by Martin Zeilig, Voxair Photojournalist
“Ready, Set, Solo!
It sounds like something a flight instructor might 

say to a student pilot after many hours of intensive 
training.

But, it’s really a program designed to prepare chil-
dren to stay at home by themselves. A workshop, which 
is designed for students age 11 and up, along with a 
parent(s)/guardian, will be held at the Military Family 
Resource Centre on Saturday, October 11, 9:00 am-- 
12:00 pm. The cost will be $25.00 for military and DND 
personnel. 

The workshop covers safety, walking alone, and 
dealing with unexpected situations, strangers, and 
other emergencies, said Sherri L. Pierce, the MFRC’s 
registered social worker, who’s teaching the course.

The South Winnipeg Family Information Centre 
(800 Point Road-- Fort Garry United Church) developed 
the program over a decade ago, she added.

The SWFIC (originally known as Fort Garry Family 
Life Centre) was established in the fall of 1974 as a 
result of community interest, says information on the 
organization’s website. The basic aim of establishing a 
family centre at that time was to provide programs and 
information to enhance the quality of family life in the 

community.
“Over 40 years later, we continue to be proud of the 

hundreds of volunteers who have contributed to the 
services of our Centre,” notes the online material.

“Together, you and your child create a plan for your 
child to stay home alone safely and confidently,” says 
specific information about Ready, Set, Solo! “Discuss 
concerns as they relate to your family, create guide-
lines, and increase communication between you and 
your child.”

Pierce, who has a Bachelor of Social Work degree 
from the University of Manitoba, noted that she’s been 
involved as a contract worker and board member at the 
SWFIC for several years now.

“I felt it was valuable for the MFRC and 17 Wing 
military families to have this workshop here too,” she 
said. “I’ll be facilitating the workshop.”

Pierce emphasized that in Manitoba children must 
not be left home alone until they are 12 years of age.

“This program is being subsidized by the MFRC for 
Defence team families,” she continued. “The workshop 
will see us learning through various modalities, includ-
ing videos, discussion between children and parents. 
There will be large group discussions of 15 minutes 
each, and children’s problem solving activities.”

The two videos that will be screened are Every Dog’s 
Guide to Complete Home Safety (National Film Board 
of Canada) and a fire safety video developed for babysit-
ting courses.

There will be other topics discussed during the 
workshop, Pierce said. These include “safe adults” and 
a brief session on first aid.

“The idea is to provide families with the opportu-
nity to think about and discuss their plans for staying 
home alone before the child actually does so,” Pierce 
explained, mentioning that this workshop is being done 
on her initiative. “This is not a certification class, but a 
piece of the overall preparation that parents should be 
doing with their children. We don’t, though, recommend 
leaving children at home by themselves before age 12.”

She also said that children are walking to and from 
school and from other activities, so it’s important for 
them to have safe practises.

“There are also military families new to Winnipeg, 
who may be feeling unsettled about having their kids 
walking alone,” Pierce said.

For further information, contact Pierce at Tel: 204-
833-2500 ext. 4056; email: sherri.pierce@forces.gc.ca
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A Search and Rescue Technician (SAR Tech) from 435 Transport and Rescue Squadron based out of 17 Wing 
Winnipeg checks his supplies in front of a temporary shelter near McCaig Bay, Nunavut, on the morning of 
September 21 as he waits for a helicopter to transport everyone back to Hall Beach.  Photo: MCpl Donovan Ball


